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and little defence he had encountered at Cartagena. Deponent
estimated the corsair's forces to be four thousand men, rather more
than fewer. A few days later deponent's ship burst her bottom
where she lay hidden, and went down.
Deponent remained in Cartagena and its environs about two
months, during which time he observed that the Spaniards moved
about Cartagena freely and were unmolested. The governor (p. 6)
was at Turbaco, three leagues from Cartagena, and deponent
heard that Don Pedro Vique was on an estate of his.
Deponent understood that the people of Cartagena gave the
Englishman one hundred and twenty thousand ducats ransom for
the city and that although they offered part of this in jewels he
would not accept but demanded that the ransom be paid by weight,
and that they paid him the whole sum in bullion with silver belong-
ing to His Majesty and to private persons, which silver was left in
Cartagena by Ojeda's ship, and that they were endeavouring to
collect it and were collecting it, and assigning his share to be repaid
by each property owner.
The Englishman burned nearly half of the houses in the city and
badly damaged the cathedral and monasteries.
The corsair remained in Cartagena 38 days the first time and left
with his fleet. It was reported that he was going to Honduras. After
five or six days he came back to Cartagena, driven by a storm, and
was there with his whole fleet for a total of some 60 days, but this
second time Francis Drake did not land more of his men. After
which time he departed from Cartagena and the report was that he
was going to Honduras.
It was said that Francis Drake remained so long at Cartagena in
order to await the armada from Spain, for he wanted to fight it.
As soon as the enemy fleet had gone deponent at Cartagena
bought a small ship in which to come to Spain and left Cartagena
the fourteenth of June with despatches from the governor and royal
officials for His Majesty and for the president and officials of this
House.
Because he had word that there were corsairs off Cape San
Antonio deponent came to Havana without sighting (p. 7) ^anc^
elsewhere and entered the port in fear of a ship they saw. The
governor of Havana held him there six days and despatched him in
company with a vessel which was being sent with food supplies and
munitions to Florida, and delivered to him the despatches which
he brings from there. They disembogued and the vessel bound for
Florida went on its way and deponent continued on his course